
 1 

                                                                        
 

British Association for Applied Linguistics Language in Africa 
Special Interest Group 

 
 

BAAL LIA SIG newsletter Week 2 March 2018 
 

 

Hi all! 
 
The deadline for abstract submissions for BAAL 2018 is fast approaching. This year's conference will be 
held at York St John University on the 6th-8th September. The Language in Africa SIG will be holding a 
colloquium on language and technology in Africa (more news to come soon!) but we would also like to 
encourage members to submit abstracts for the conference. The abstract deadline is 31st March 
2018. More info here. 
 
Registration is open for this year's Language in Africa SIG Conference 'African Languages in Public 
Spaces: Opportunities and Challenges' at SOAS on 11th May 2018. You can register here. A full 
programme for the conference will be announced shortly! 
 

  
 

Upcoming Events 
 
TLANG Conference: Communication in the Multilingual City, 28th-29th March 2018, University of 
Birmingham 
 
 
BALID Literacy Events  
 
Our friends at BALID are hosting a number of events in the next few months which will be of interest to SIG 
members. See the message from BALID below for details: 

 
'Tackling the Literacy Challenge through Context-Specific Approaches’, Oxford, 27th March  As part 

of the World Literacy Summit, we are holding this symposium presented by Juliet McCaffery, Katy Newell-

Jones and Ian Cheffy. Please note that the detailed summit timetable has not yet been released, so we are 

not 100% certain of the time of the BALID symposium. Make sure you register on line, so you can enjoy the 

full programme of events at the summit. 

  

'Orality meets literacy in Manjaku of Guinea-Bissau’, London, 24th April, 4-6pm  In this, our 

30th Informal Literacy Discussion, Dr. Jill Karlik will explore how oral story-telling leads to orthography 

development and much else besides. This promises to be a fascinating seminar about literacy in a 

language that spans three west African states: The Gambia, Senegal and Guinea-Bissau. Yet again Feed 

the Minds is kindly offering us space at The Foundry, 17 Oval Way, London SE11 5RR. 

  

'Models of Literacy Learning', SOAS University of London, 17th May 2-6pm This seminar is kindly 

hosted by SOAS and will focus on the purpose, function and communicative practices of literacy learning in 

multilingual communities. Our panelists are Professor Leketi Makalela (Wits University, South Africa) 

and Professor Friederike Lüpke (SOAS). A flyer and booking form will be sent to you shortly. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cvent.com/events/baal-2018-annual-meeting/event-summary-78e684777ce54042b0e7fd5e79f5dc7b.aspx
https://liasig.wordpress.com/registration/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/generic/tlang/conference/index.aspx
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/generic/tlang/conference/index.aspx
http://worldliteracysummit.org/
http://worldliteracysummit.org/
https://balid.org.uk/?page_id=358
http://www.leketimakalela.co.za/leadership.php
https://www.soas.ac.uk/staff/staff31356.php


 2 

 
Call for papers 
 

Languages in the Globalised World, 23rd-24th May, Leeds Beckett University 

Extended deadline: 9th April 2018 

 

EELC Conference: Linguistic Ethnography in a Changing World, 20th-21st September, 

University of Edinburgh 

Deadline: 30th April 2018 

 
 

Opportunities  
 
Research Associate in Language Learning Education, University of York 
Deadline: 4th April 2018 
 
PhD Studentship, Lancaster University 
Deadline: 9th April 2018 
 

  
News 
Language Policy: Soldiers to have basic proficiency in Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo  
 
BBC Oromo service comes 23 years after Ethiopian listener's request 
 
Ramaphosa's African Language Education Policy is actually 5 years old 
 
Hands up for sign language in education (South Africa) 
 
Language is a 'war zone': a conversation with Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o  
 
Congo's 'King of Dancehall' music 
 

 
Call for Participants  
 
Research project on Language and Literacy practices in the family 
 
We'd be grateful if SIG members could participate in this survey and share it with others, details below: 

 
Dear parents/guardians, 

 

As part of research project on Family Language Policy, we are conducting a national survey on families' 
language and literacy practices. We'd be extremely grateful if you could complete the survey for us and ask 
your friends and colleagues to complete the survey too. Your responses will give us valuable information to 
understand the linguistic, educational and social needs of families in the UK. 
  

If you are from a multilingual family, please follow: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FLPproject 
  

If you are from a monolingual family, please follow: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Monolingual 
  

For more information, please go to: https://familylanguagepoli.wixsite.com/familylanguagepolicy   

 
Thank you for your help. 
 

Xiao Lan Curdt-Christiansen & Jing Huang (Bath), Zhu Hua & Kinga Kozminska (Birkbeck), Li Wei & 
Sahra Abdullahi (UCL); Family Language Policy: A multi-level investigation of multilingual practices in 
transnational Families (ESRC: 2017-2019) 
 

Best, 

http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/events/faculty-events/3rd-languages-in-the-globalised-world-conference/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/education/rke/centres-groups/etal/eelc-conference-2018
https://www.ed.ac.uk/education/rke/centres-groups/etal/eelc-conference-2018
https://jobs.york.ac.uk/wd/plsql/wd_portal.show_job?p_web_site_id=3885&p_web_page_id=344065
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/phd-studentship/
https://tvcnews.tv/2018/03/language-policy-soldiers-to-have-basic-proficiency-in-yoruba-hausa-and-igbo/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-43249259/bbc-oromo-service-comes-23-years-after-ethiopia-listener-s-request?ocid=socialflow_facebook
http://www.thedailyvox.co.za/ramaphosas-african-language-education-policy-actually-5-years-old-fatima-moosa/
https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/hands-up-for-sign-language-in-education-13622840
https://www.thenation.com/article/language-is-a-war-zone-a-conversation-with-ngugi-wa-thiongo/
http://www.africanews.com/2018/03/08/congo-s-king-of-dancehall-music/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FLPproject
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Monolingual
https://familylanguagepoli.wixsite.com/familylanguagepolicy
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