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Hi all! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to a very interesting and enjoyable discussion on my previous 
email this week regarding the Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition. The thread split off in a few 
places so I've collected everyone's comments so far in the attached document, just so that everyone's 
thoughts are easily accessible without having to go trawling through email chains! 
 

I'd also like to use this as an opportunity to remind members to feel free to send me any 
news/resources/projects you are working on, no matter how big or small! Generally I'll include 
anything sent to me as part of our weekly newsletter, but if it's an item you'd like sent out as a separate 
email just let me know. Just to assure you, I am but your humble secretary/messenger and do not 
necessarily fully endorse every aspect of all items I send out. My main criteria are that they are related to 
language and Africa, may be of interest to members or be topics for discussion. 
 
Thanks to Annette, who stuck a plug for our conference into this week's discussion. We're now 

approaching our abstract submission deadline of 15th February 2018, which is less than two weeks away! 
  Info here. 

  
 

Call for papers 
 
Inclusive English Instruction: Teaching and Learning Together, 20th-21st September 2018, Leuphana 
University Lüneberg 
Deadline: 15th February 2018 

Upcoming Events  
International Mother Language Day is approaching on the 21st of February. If you have any events 
organised do feel free to send me them and I'll share them with the group. Thanks to Professor Friederike 
Lüpke who has sent the invitation below:  
 
------------------- 

Dear All, 
 
You are invited to the event  

 
"When multilingualism is your mother tongue - the documentary Kanraxël and associated 
teaching materials"  
 
on February 20 from 6pm to 8.30pm at the Royal Anthropological Institute 
 

On the eve of world mother tongue day, we would like to take you on a journey to Agnack, a tiny village in 

the south of the West African country of Senegal. Places like Agnack defy the widespread Western 

conception of multilingualism as a modern phenomenon widespread in urban areas and associated with 

https://liasig.wordpress.com/call-for-papers/
https://www.leuphana.de/en/research-centers/zzl/veranstaltungen/iegll-conference.html
https://www.leuphana.de/en/research-centers/zzl/veranstaltungen/iegll-conference.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/when-multiligualism-is-your-mother-tongue-tickets-42230110397
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/when-multiligualism-is-your-mother-tongue-tickets-42230110397
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growing mobility and migration in an era of recent globalisation. Multilingualism in Agnack, as in many 

rural areas worldwide, is age-old, as is globalisation, which started there in the 15th century. Places like 

Agnack also invite us to see multilingualism as a resource, not as a problem, and to reflect on our own 

repertoires. This event introduces small-scale or rural multilingualism Agnack through a screening of the 

ethnographic documentary film Kanraxël that inspired the creation of a set of teaching materials for schools 

and universities drawing attention to this underresearched and underreported type of 

multilingualism. Kanraxël, an award-winning film directed by Remigiusz Sowa and produced by Anna 

Sowa of Chouette Films, offers viewers from everywhere the rare opportunity to become directly immersed 

in versatile multilingual practices in a tiny village in Senegal that invite us to shed these stereotypical 

expectations on what multilingualism is and what it means to speak several languages. The linguistic 

practices portrayed in the film remain at the margin of mainstream perception. Yet, they have important 

stories to tell us, and can illustrate many global settings where this form of multilingualism exists till today, 

and which can serve as models for managing the new superdiverse urban settings in the West. We hope 

that the teaching materials, which we launch during this event, will contribute to making these sites of 

diversity and resilience accessible and visible worldwide, and that they will result in changing the ways in 

which multilingualism is covered in school and university curricula. 

This event is free, but tickets must be booked. To book tickets please go 

to https://multiligualism.eventbrite.co.uk  

----------- 
   
Languages: Lost? Found?, 17th February 2018, University of Dundee 

 
Resources 
 
Winter edition of the Scottish Languages Review and Digest 

 

Opportunities   
 
Lecturer: Education and International Development, UCL 
Deadline: 8th February 2018 
 
Linguistics Olympiad markers needed 
 
TIRF Doctoral Dissertation Grants 
Deadline: 25th April 2018 

 

News 
BAAL News Issue 112 
 
Languages aren't racist, people are 
 
Books promote comprehension of African languages 
 
Understanding the University of the Free State Afrikaans Court Case 
 
Don't demonise Afrikaans 
 
#Overvaal - the ugly side of South African English 
 
Why Mali has its home grown version of Facebook  
 
Marvel's Black Panther will feature this real African language - good clip in this article of John Kani 
speaking isiXhosa on the red carpet. 
 

Have a good weekend! 
Colin 

https://www.kanraxel.uk/
http://chouettefilms.co.uk/
https://multiligualism.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/events/2018/18-02-17-languages-lost-found-.php
https://www.scilt.org.uk/Portals/24/Library/slr/issues/33/33-00%20CompleteIssue.pdf
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/BGW312/lecturer-education-and-international-development/
http://www.uklo.org/for-markers
https://www.tirfonline.org/research-grants/doctoral-dissertation-grants/
https://baalweb.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/baal-news_112_winter2018.pdf
https://www.news24.com/Columnists/GuestColumn/languages-arent-racist-people-are-20180128-2
https://tembisan.co.za/67734/books-promote-comprehension-of-african-languages/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2018-01-31-groundup-understanding-the-university-of-the-free-state-afrikaans-court-case/#.WnN-8qhl_Zs
http://politicsweb.co.za/opinion/dont-demonise-afrikaans
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.za/dan-roodt/overvaal-the-ugly-side-of-south-african-english_a_23339903/
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/01/25/africa/mali-facebook-social-media-lenali/index.html
https://qz.com/1192662/black-panther-wakandas-language-is-isixhosa-of-south-africa/

